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CONFIDENTIAL NATO 03502 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, NATO, MNUC, NPG 

SUBJECT: NPG: MAY 23 PERMREPS DISCUSSION OF TNF 
IMPROVEMENTS 

REF: USNATO 3394 (DTG 1613 10Z MAY 77) 

1 . APART FROM THE ISSUE OF THE DRAFT NPG PERMREPS REPORT 
ON TNF IMPROVEMENTS UNDER PREPARATION IN THE STAFF GROUP 
(REFTEL), THE PRINCIPAL FOCUS FOR DISCUSSIONF OF TNF 
IMPROVEMENTS AT THE MAY 23 NPG PERMREPS MEETING WILL BE 
THE SACEUR STUDIES ON NIKE HERCULES AND DUAL-CAPABLE 
AIRCRAFT. WE ASSUME WASHINGTON WILL WISH TO RESERVE THE 
PRINCIPAL PRESENTATION OF US VIEWS TO THE SECRETARY OF 
DEFENSE AT THE OTTAWA MINISTERIAL. HOWEVER, WE BELIEVE 
THE US SHOULD BE PREPARED TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE MAY 23 
PERMREP DISCUSSIONS. TOWARD THIS END, WE BELIEVE IT WOULD 
BE APPROPRIATE TO PRESENT PRELIMINARY US OBSERVATIONS ON 
THE STUDIES, NOTING THEIR VALUE FOR NPG CONSULTATIONS ON 
TNF IMPROVEMENTS AND HIGHLIGHTING THOSE FINDINGS AND 
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CONCLUSIONS WHICH WE REGARD AS PARTICULARLY SIGNIFICANT. 

WE BELIEVE WASHINGTON IS IN THE BEST POSITION TO PREPARE 
SUCH REMARKS, AGAINST THE BACKGROUND OF PREPARATIONS FOR 
THE OTTAWA MINISTERIAL. 

2. ACTION REQUESTED: REQUEST WASHINGTON PROVIDE PRIOR 
TO MAY 23 SUGGESTED TALKING POINTS FOR USE IN PERMREP 
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